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Secondary Data Experiences









Analogy for Working 
with Secondary Data



#1: What Do You Want To Do? 

• Overall research goal (Why)
• Population of interest (Who)
• Areas of focus (What)
• Place (Where)
• Time frame (When)



#2: Data Access

• Access
– Restrictions

• Account
• Proposal
• IRB
• Specific room
• On-site access
• Costs

– File types 
• Contact person



#3: Getting To Know The Study

• Study Information
– Design

• Sample
• Method

– Response rate
– Weights







#3: Getting To Know The Data

• Investigators
– Universities/organizations

• Funding 



#3: Getting To Know The Data

• Other websites/support



#3: Getting To Know The Data

• Download statistics 



#3: Getting To Know The Data

• Do the prep work
• Read user guides

– Purpose
– Data structure
– Variable information
– Scale construction 







#3: Getting To Know The Data

• Key words
• Publication list



#4: Data Analyses 

• Good record keeping
• Run descriptive stats. 
• Missing data 
• Constructed scales



#5: Final Tips

• Check for updates
– Email list/website 

• Acknowledgments 
• Workshops/webinars
• Be flexible 
• Be persistent 
• Seek support
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